
N8 Professor of Socio-Technical Change Mark Reed  

Mark Reed has taken up the brand new post of N8 Professor of Socio-Technical 

Innovation.  This post is part of the N8 Agri-Food Resilience Programme (N8 

AgriFood) which is funded by the Higher Education Funding Council for England 

(HEFCE) catalyst fund and by the N8 universities – the eight key research intensive 

universities across the North of England.  This interdisciplinary research programme 

combines world-leading crop and livestock research with extensive expertise in 

social sciences in a single research initiative. The programme is focused on ensuring 

the stability and integrity of national and global agri-food supply chains in the face of 

environmental and socioeconomic challenges. 

 

He is based at Newcastle but will be working across all the N8 universities: Durham, 

Lancaster, Leeds, Liverpool, Manchester, Newcastle, Sheffield and York.  Mark 

gained his first degree in Tropical Environmental Science at the University of 

Aberdeen, and followed this up with an MSc in agroforestry, intending to pursue a 

career in the developing world.  But, inspired by one of his lecturers, he realised that 

an academic career would enable him to help people via his research, while he could 

in turn inspire a future generation of development workers.  In 2005 he completed his 

PhD from the University of Leeds, working with pastoralists and researching 

participatory land management in the Kalahari.  During this time his personal 

objectives also shifted with family responsibilities making him realise that he didn’t 

want to be spending many months of the year away from the UK.  Other 

opportunities were also presenting themselves closer to home, including the Rural 

Economy and Land Use programme, (Relu) which was directed from the Centre for 

Rural Economy at Newcastle. 

 
“The Relu project I was involved in was a turning point for me,” he said.  “It focused 

on the UK uplands and I could see there were tangible issues in these areas where 

we could apply the lessons in participation I had learnt in my work in the developing 

world.  Relu was really my big break, right from the point where we were successful 

in getting the scoping study funded, which led to a much bigger project and, in total, 

four rounds of research council funding over seven years.” 

The project, which researched change in the uplands and involved communities and 

other stakeholders in looking at potential future scenarios. One of the impacts 

emerged from working with farmers to explore new ways of earning income from the 

land via carbon markets.  The team went on to win the coveted Relu Award for 

Impact, presented at the programme’s final conference in 2011.  “It was an emotional 

moment for me,” Mark admitted, “because our work was being recognised for 

making a difference in people’s lives.  And I felt that I owed my career to Relu – I got 

my lectureship and senior lectureship on the back of it.” 

In 2009 Mark moved to the University of Aberdeen where he became Director of the 

Aberdeen Centre for Environmental Sustainability, before moving to Birmingham City 

University as a Reader in 2012. He became Professor of Interdisciplinary 

Environmental Research in 2013. 

http://n8agrifood.ac.uk/
http://n8agrifood.ac.uk/
http://www.relu.ac.uk/research/How%20we%20use%20our%20land/How%20we%20use%20our%20land%20projects.html
http://www.relu.ac.uk/research/How%20we%20use%20our%20land/How%20we%20use%20our%20land%20projects.html
http://relu.data-archive.ac.uk/explore-data/search-browse/project/?ID=RES-227-25-0001
http://www.aces.ac.uk/


About coming to the N8 post and being based in Newcastle, he says “It’s like coming 

home to where I started my career.  What I want to do is to take the legacy of Relu, 

what I see as its beating heart, - the capacity for interdisciplinarity and impact – even 

further, beyond disciplinary confines and the UK context with this N8 post.  I’d like to 

think I can be at the cutting edge of a cultural revolution that changes how people 

view impact from ticking boxes to changing lives for the better.” 

 

  

 


